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Message from Mr Cornwall, Acting Headteacher &
Mr Bullock, Acting Deputy Headteacher

As this term comes to a close, we would like to thank our staff,
students and parents/carers for the continued support shown
to Crispin School and to us in our roles as Acting Headteacher
and Acting Deputy Headteacher. This collective commitment
has been instrumental in shaping the momentum and
direction of the school, and it has been a privilege to work
alongside such a supportive and engaged community.

It has been a strong and encouraging start to the academic
year, and this feels like an appropriate moment to reflect on
some of the highlights so far. One such moment was our
recent visit to Wells Cathedral, which powerfully captured the
ethos of Crispin. It was a source of real pride
and epitomised the inclusive, aspirational community we are
working to build together.

We are also seeing the impact of continued focus on teaching
and learning across the school. The journey we are on is
beginning to show clear green shoots in classrooms and in
students’ experiences, and it has been particularly
encouraging to have this work recognised by the Wessex
Learning Trust as an example of excellent practice. This
external validation reflects the hard work and professionalism
of our staff and the commitment of our students.

Beyond the classroom, we have taken great pride in
celebrating the achievements of our students within the wider
community. Whether through sport, performance or other
activities, many students have represented Crispin with
distinction, often returning with medals around their necks
and smiles on their faces. These experiences are an important
part of developing confident, well-rounded young people.

Omelette Challenge

There was great excitement in the Food
Room yesterday as our Year 10 students
took part in the Omelette Challenge!

Working in pairs, students raced against
the clock to produce an edible omelette in
the shortest possible time. The competition
was held over two fast-paced rounds and
the results were incredibly close!

After a thrilling finish, Bella and Lacey
claimed victory by the narrowest of
margins.

Well done, girls — a fantastic effort from all
students involved!

The work achieved so far this term leaves us genuinely
excited about the year ahead. We remain stoic and
unapologetic in our drive for school improvement,
always with the aim of securing the very best outcomes
and educational experiences for your children and for
this community. In the new year, there will be a
number of important milestones as we continue this
journey together, including the Year 9 options process,
further enrichment opportunities and trips, and the
ongoing development of our employability programme,
Crispin Future Ready, which will continue to support
students in building the skills and knowledge they need
for life beyond school as part of our THRIVE
curriculum.

We will also be entering the final 15 school weeks for
our Year 11 students, a crucial period that requires
focus, resilience and determination. During this time,
we will continue to provide every possible layer of
support, including parent revision workshops, to
ensure that students are well prepared and feel
supported at every step.

Finally, we would like to thank all of our staff for their
tireless enthusiasm, professionalism and dedication,
and our students for their hard work, laughter and
engagement. Together, these qualities make Crispin
the school it is, and the school it is becoming.




Crispin Music Department

Winter Concert

On Tuesday evening, the Music Department took over Street Baptist Church for their annual Winter Concert. The event
was extremely well attended and featured performances from over 60 students.

lvy Davis delivered a superb performance in the challenging solo from The Jesus Child by John Rutter,
followed by / Heard the Bells on Christmas Day by John Gorka, again featuring Evie Wellington as lead soloist.

One of the choir's favourite songs, Lights Will Lead Me Home returned with a new element, as the choir performed
Makaton during the chorus, with Darcy Chilcott signing the entire song. Featured soloists included Edith Whatley,
Eaden Teackle and Grace Woodward, while the Senior Choir performed two Christmas staples: the Ukrainian
Carol of the Bells and Mary, Did You Know? The Senior Choir continues to go from strength to strength and showcases
some of our finest vocalists.

Lynette, who accompanied the entire concert, also performed I/ Porco Rosso with style and lightness. It was lovely to
hear some of our youngest musicians perform in the clarinet ensemble as they gave a rendition of ‘Hark the Herald
Angels sing.

The 2025 Staff Choir sang their hearts out - telling the story of The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy'. All choirs
performed together for the South African carol ‘Sizalelwe’ featuring Lola Dowden, Joe Dolman, Cesar Da Silva and
Oghenekobiruo Orogun on the opening solo along with Nyah Fox-Richards, Martha Gilbie and Neriah Griffiths on solos.
Eaden followed with Cockles and Mussels, telling the story with clarity and strong vocal character. Teagan performed
Noél Nouvelet in Middle French, accompanied by Lee Smith, Quinn Draisey, William Aitken, Marlon Edwards and Isla
Clark, a piece that has become a firm audience favourite.

This year's concert also featured band performances. Joe Dolman, Isaac Hooper, Ben Hooper and Marlon performed an
original song, while another self-written piece was performed by Marlon, Hugh Vowels and Isaac Hooper. The Year 10
GCSE Music group then performed Everlong by the Foo Fighters, followed by Underneath the Tree by Kelly Clarkson,
featuring Danielle Harris and Sapphire Vickery on lead vocals.

The concert concluded with a combined performance from the Year 10 and 11 GCSE Music classes of Oh What a Gift by
Kanye West, providing a fitting end to a fantastic evening of music.

Proceeds from the concert will go to fund some new keyboards for the music department.

Year 9

Year 9 students at Crispin have been getting creative this term
by composing music for film.

They were given a short animation and asked to write their
own soundtrack to match what was happening on screen.

During the project, students learned some cool film-music
techniques, such as using pedal notes, minor 2nds, and
tritones to create mood, tension, and atmosphere. They also
learned how to import audio samples and loops to build up
their tracks.

Everyone used Cubase Elements 14, our music-making
software, to create and edit their compositions. This gave
students a taste of how Music Technology is used at Crispin
and how real composers work with technology.

Year 9 students will get more chances to try out music
technology during the year to help them decide their GCSE
options. Best of all, you dont need to play an
instrument to choose Music Technology, making it a great
option for anyone who enjoys being creative with sound.

Students work can be viewed here at Crispin Music Dept
https://youtube.com/@crispinmusic-b6n?
si=YbLQfTEXIYL_Zu3i
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Community & Safety Beyond School

Safeguarding doesn't stop at the school gates. We are
aware that children may face risks in the wider community,
whether through anti-social behaviour, unsafe areas, or
peer pressures.

At Crispin, we call this contextual safeguarding -
recognising that harm can happen in different
environments, not just at home or school.

Parents play a vital role here. Please talk with your child
about where they spend time, who they are with, and how
they can make safe choices when out and about.

Encourage them to check in with you, avoid unsafe areas,
and look out for one another.

If you ever have concerns about community risks affecting
your child, please let us know. Working together, we can
keep children safe both inside and outside of school.
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Student Success

On Sunday 14 December, our Year 7 student, Filip
competed in a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu tournament in Bristol
called All Stars, delivering an outstanding
performance. Filip took part in two categories:

Junior Gi - Grey Belt, Under

42kg: Silver Medal

Junior No-Gi - Grey Belt,
Under 42kg: Silver Medal

Representing Element 22
Martial Arts Academy from
Street, Filip showed great
skill, determination, and
sportsmanship throughout
the competition.

We are incredibly proud of
his achievements and
dedication. Well done, Filip!

Year 8 Science in Action

Year 8 are currently learning
about Acids and Alkalis in
Science.

During the lesson, they
discovered how rainbow
colours can be created using
Universal Indicator as acids
and alkalis react together in a
neutralisation reaction.

A colourful way to explore
chemical reactions and pH

levels!

Community Kindness

Year 10 student, Phoebe-Rose Anderson, has
very selflessly offered to spend her Christmas
afternoon volunteering at a festive lunch for
lonely members of the Glastonbury
community.

Acts of kindness like this make us very proud
of our students.




Staying Safe

As we approach the holiday break, we know that time away from school can be enjoyable, but it

can also bring challenges for young people. We want to make sure every family feels supported

and knows where to turn if they need help. Below are services and resources that can support
children’s safety, wellbeing, and mental health during the holiday period.

If You Have Concerns About a Child's Safety
If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm, please contact:

Police: 999 - if you believe a child is at immediate risk.

Somerset Direct (Children's Social Care): 0300 123 2224 - if you are concerned a child might be at risk, or if you are
struggling to look after your child.

NSPCC Helpline: 0808 800 5000 or email help@NSPCC.org.uk - for advice if you're concerned about a child.

Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing Support
Time away from school can feel isolating for some young people. These services can help:

e Childline: 0800 1111 or childline.org.uk - support for children and young people.
e YoungMinds Parent Helpline: 0808 802 5544 - advice for parents worried about mental health.
e Samaritans: 116 123 - 24/7 listening support.

e Kooth (kooth.com) - free, safe online support for young people.

Online Safety Guidance

With more free time, children may be spending longer online. These services provide advice for parents on keeping
young people safe:

. Internet Matters: https://www.internetmatters.org/ - parental controls and safety tips, including guidance on
buying new tech.

Child Exploitation & Online Protection (CEOP): https://
www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/ - report online
safeguarding concerns and seek guidance on keeping
children safe online.

Looking After Wellbeing as a Family

Encourage routines including sleep, meals, and limited screen 2 H
time. 5afe ﬂ1|5

Plan moments for connection, whether outings or quiet time - :
together. & ik - Ch n5tma5

Remind children they can speak to trusted adults if something
worries them.

If you need safeguarding or wellbeing advice over the
holidays, please use these services and contact school
on our return for ongoing support for your child.

Wishing you and your family a safe, restful holiday.



mailto:help@NSPCC.org.uk
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/

Congratulations

Congratulations to the following students for receiving
the highest individual house points last week.

Year 10
Year 10
Year 8
Year 10
Year 10
Year 8
Year 9

Rory Johnson
Joshua Skuse
Darcey Chilcott
Darcy Hawkins
Lily Gurung
Alice Phillips
Jude Swift

Year 10
Year 10
Year 10
Year 8
Year 10
Year 8

George Savva
Juno Willis
Eleia Hamilton
Maisie Knight
Oliver Bright
Blake Pople

Year Group house Point Leader (Year to date)

Year 7 Efimov Dima
Year 9 Samuel Crosse
Year 11 Oscar Vowles

Year 8 Erika Whittick
Year 10 George Savva

Flu Vaccinations Walk In Clinics

All clinics below are for the FLU Nasal spray vaccination and are walk ins
(No appointment is needed). I your child requires the FLU inactivated injection
Please contact 0300 323 0032 to arrange an appointment.

DATE TIME OPEN

| LOCATION

15" December 1400-17.00

15" December 14001700

| Minehead Community Hospatal, Luttred
Way, Minehead TA24 6DF

| Community Families Hub East Reach

House, East Reach Taunton TA1 3EN

16% December 14001700

| Brdgwater Community Hospital Bowes
Lane, Bndgwater TAG 4GU

17" December 1400 - 17:00

| Frome Community Hospital Enos Way
| Frome BAT1 2FH

22 December 0930 - 14:30

| Victona Park Health and Weliteing Hub,
| Victona Park Drive, Bridgwater TAS TAD

23" December 10:00 - 12:30

| Bumham.On-Sea War Memonal
| Hospdtal, 6 Love Lane, Bumham-on-Sea
TAS 1ED

23" December 10:00 - 12:30

Upper Bracken House, Chard Hospital
Sde, Crewkeme Road, Chard TA20
YA

29" December 09:30 - 12:30

| Westlands Entertanment Venue
| Westbourne C1, Yeovil BA20 20D

307 December 0530 -1230

Community Families Hub East Reach
House, East Reach, Taunton TA1 3EN

30" December 0930 - 12:30

| West Mendip Hospital, Old Wells Road
| Glastonbury BAG 8JD
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Aspiration

Emplovability
3 ) 4

Crispin Future Ready

Crispin Year 10 Work Experience

Some Year 10 students still need to secure their work experience placement for
week of 29 June-03 July 2026. New opportunities at Thales and with the Army have
recently been added to Year 10 Teams. On Teams students can also find a large
spreadsheet of employer contacts.

In the New Year all placements will start being added to our new careers platform,

Unifrog.

Alumni

Parent Call-Out

Please keep any Alumni Q&As coming in. We are
keen to hear from ex-students about their career
journeys but also parents in our community who
didn't attend Crispin. Are you a chef, an architect, a
builder, a health professional?

Would you come and chat to our students about
your work and what a day-in-the-life looks like?

If so click the QR code or go to Crispin School Alumni
Q&A - Fill out form and complete our Alumni Q&A.

\l/

CALLING
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71\

» SHARE YOURSTORY
» SPARKINSPIRATION
» MAKEANIMPACT
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or call 01278 441234

REGISTER NOW!

TRANSFORMING LIVES

Year11&10

@ Careers Café

CAREERS & NEXT STEPS CAFE - 106,
Wednesday 7* January

A chance for Year 11 and 10 students to drop in
and chat to Michelle from UCS College Group
{Strode/Bridgwater/Cannington/Taunton) this

Wednesday lunchtime.

She can answer questions about your next steps
with advice on college and Uni courses,
applications, work experience or all things travel
and transport. Bring lunch

Comé to 106 for the drop-in session,
starting at 1.30pm,

ON « EXCEL



https://forms.office.com/e/HsL8Hs6DMg
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Important Calendar Dates

Whole School Events

Monday 05 January 2026

Term Begins, 08:35

Thursday 05, Friday 06 & Saturday 07 February 2026

School Production of Frozen Jr at Strode Theatre

Thursday 12 February 2026

End of Term 3

Friday 13 February 2026

INSET DAY

Saturday 14 February 2026

Ski Trip 2026 Departs
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BEST WISHES FROM ALL OF US

Telephone: 01458 442714
Email: office@crispinschool.co.uk




