
 

Crispin School Newsletter 

12 December 2025 
Issue 13 

Message from Mr Cornwall,  

Acting Headteacher 

What a wonderful end to the week. Today’s Celebration 

Assembly at Strode Theatre was a truly special occasion, 

and I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to all the  

families who were able to join us. It was fantastic to see 

so many parents and carers in the audience, celebrating 

the achievements of our students. 

These assemblies are significant moments in our school 

calendar. Being recognised for effort or attainment in 

key areas of learning is no mean feat - especially when 

you consider the breadth of competition across the 

school. Every student who stood on that stage should 

feel incredibly proud of what they have accomplished. 

This week also marked the launch of our Golden Ticket 

Fortnight, and once again our students have risen to the 

challenge. The number of golden tickets awarded has 

been exceptional, and with 4.5 days left of term there is 

still every opportunity for students to earn even more 

and secure their place in the final prize draw. The  

enthusiasm, positivity and determination shown by our 

students has been a real highlight of the week. 

As we move into the final days of this term, I want to  

express my sincere thanks to all parents and carers. 

Your support, encouragement and the firm lines you 

hold at home make an enormous difference. Together, 

we are maintaining high expectations and keeping 

learning at the very forefront of everything we do. 

Thank you for your continued partnership, and I wish 
you all a restful and enjoyable end to the term. 



 

Children with SEND 

 Children with special educational needs and disabilities 
(SEND) are entitled to the same protection as every 
other child, but research shows they can sometimes 
face additional risks, such as bullying, social isolation, 
or being targeted for exploitation. 

At Crispin, we work closely with families to ensure 
SEND students feel safe, included, and supported. This 
includes personalised strategies, targeted pastoral 
care, and close links with outside professionals. 

As a parent, please let us know if your child with SEND 
is experiencing difficulties, whether in school or  
beyond. Open communication helps us tailor support 
and address concerns quickly. 

Together, we can make sure every child, whatever their 
needs, has the same opportunities to feel safe, valued, 
and able to flourish. 

NEW PODCAST ALERT!  
We’re excited to announce the launch of  

The Only Way is Wessex, the brand-new podcast  
from the Wessex Learning Trust! 

https://open.spotify.com/
episode/3PtPsAo5w0nOI9ZGBDFWWn?

si=c1b7873f87e44021 

Our very first episode is now LIVE — and we're kicking 
things off with a deep dive into the world of education 

alongside Trust Chief Executive Gavin Ball. 

Tune in to hear: 

 What a Multi Academy Trust really is 

 What makes the Wessex Learning Trust stand out 

 How Mr. Ball found his path into education and leadership 

Whether you're a parent, student, educator, or just curious 
about what happens behind the scenes in our schools,  

this is an episode you won’t want to miss. 

Listen now on Spotify and join us on our journey,  
because the only way is Wessex! 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/3PtPsAo5w0nOI9ZGBDFWWn?si=c1b7873f87e44021
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3PtPsAo5w0nOI9ZGBDFWWn?si=c1b7873f87e44021
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3PtPsAo5w0nOI9ZGBDFWWn?si=c1b7873f87e44021


 

Flu Vaccinations Walk In Clinics 

The Importance of School Attendance - Especially during Winter 

As we are in the colder months, it’s natural to see seasonal coughs, colds and other minor illnesses circulating.  
However, it’s more important than ever that children continue to attend school regularly to prevent missing learning, 
the social interaction that they receive through schooling and for their self-confidence. Good attendance is one of the 
strongest predictors of academic success, personal confidence and long-term wellbeing. Every day in school matters.  

When children miss lessons, even for seemingly small reasons, the impact can build quickly. Routine, relationships and 
learning are disrupted, making it harder for students to keep up with new content and maintain friendships.  
Research shows that pupils who are frequently absent fall behind, which can affect their progress in every subject and 
reduce future opportunities.  

We fully understand that children will occasionally feel unwell, and there will be times when staying at home is the right 
decision. However, many common winter ailments such as colds, sniffles, or mild sore throats, can be managed in 
school. If your child is well enough to be out of bed, eat, drink, and take part in everyday activities, they are usually well 
enough to attend school. If this changes throughout the school day, we will be in touch.   

Our staff are here to support students and ensure that they feel safe and cared for throughout the school day. If your 
child requires medication or has specific needs during recovery, please contact us, we are always happy to help.  

Together, we can make sure every child benefits from the learning, friendships, and opportunities that school provides 
every single day. Thank you for your continued partnership in making attendance a priority this winter. The first port of 
call for any worries or concerns will always be your child's tutor, whom they see every day.  



 

Somerset Schools Admission  
Arrangements 2027/28 

Wessex Learning Trust are consulting on their 
2027/28 admission arrangements for Somerset 
schools.  

The only proposed change is the  
addition of St Cuthberts Infants and  
St Cuthberts Junior schools. The consultation  
information is published on both our Trust and 
school websites.  

To view the arrangements please click 
here.  Comments should be sent to the Wessex 
Learning Trust office by email  
consultation@wessexlearningtrust.co.uk 

The consultation will end on 19 January 2026 
and the final determined arrangements will be 
published on the school website by  
28 February 2026. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to the following students for receiving 

the highest individual house points last week. 

Joshua Wren Year 11 Anna Rowland Year 11 

Arwen Chegwidden Year 7 Ellie-Paige Gale Year 7 

Evie Hooker Year 11 Elkie Forfitt Year 11 

Lexi Stanley Year 11 Dylan Hider Year 11 

Kitty Oaten year 11 Pixie Bartlett Year 9 

Jack Newick Year 11 George Phillips Year 11 

Charlotte Walter Year 11  

Louis Rossie Osborne Year 9 

 

 

Year Group house Point Leader (Year to date) 

Year 7    Grace Mitchell  Year 8  Erika Whittick 

Year 9    George Ware  Year 10  Iona Graham 

Year 11  Oscar Vowles 

https://wessexlearningtrust.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2025/11/WLT-Admission-Arrangements-for-Somerset-Schools-2027-2028.pdf
mailto:consultation@wessexlearningtrust.co.uk


 

Crispin Future Ready 

Careers & Next Steps Café – Year 11 & 10 
Chatting all things college and careers, year 11 and 10 students were invited to drop in 

again to a Careers Café at lunchtime on Wednesday.  

Michelle from UCS College Group (Bridgwater, Strode, Taunton & Cannington) visits  
Crispin regularly and is happy to dish out advice on college courses and applications,  

travel, work experience and any other worries.   

Crispin Alumni 
We’ve been shouting out to our Alumni community for your stories and career journeys – 

please keep sharing with us so we can inspire our next Crispin generation!  

This week we’re pleased to introduce ex-student, Josephine Clark. 

Are you an ex-Crispin student? 

If so click the QR code or go to Crispin School Alumni 

Q&A  – Fill out form and complete our Alumni Q&A.  

By sharing your experience, career pathways and advice 

you could help inspire the next generation! 

https://forms.office.com/e/HsL8Hs6DMg
https://forms.office.com/e/HsL8Hs6DMg


 

Upcoming Events & Information 

Wessex Water and YTL UK are holding 
an apprenticeship Open Day 

 
Saturday 31 January 2026 for those interested 
in joining their technical apprenticeship 
programmes. This is an opportunity to watch 
demonstrations, hear from current  
apprentices and learn more about post16  
options. 

Book your space via the link below 
https://careers.ytluk.co.uk/careers-

site/apprenticeship-open-day 

Creative Careers 

For anyone interested in careers in 

creative screen industries like   

animation, games or art and  

motion graphics, Escape Studios 

London has a fun interactive quiz 

for you to explore what jobs you 

might be most suited to – take the 

quiz here 

https://careers.ytluk.co.uk/careers-site/apprenticeship-open-day
https://careers.ytluk.co.uk/careers-site/apprenticeship-open-day
https://www.escapestudios.ac.uk/why-escape-studios/get-to-know-the-industry/careers-quiz/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22857195047&gbraid=0AAAAADoiTKcCTMBxVmzC7IslhXZIOI_Br&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoZDJBhC0ARIsAERP-F_Rr8IxfmAe3L7WsOd9BkF1v--_I57_uapSHExE8

