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KS3 Mathematics Grade Descriptors Year 7 

Number / Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change / Probability and Statistics 

Content – please visit the Maths Curriculum page on the Crispin School website for a full and detailed list of specific key learning objectives that students follow for Number / Ratio, Proportion and 

Rates of Change / Probability and Statistics. 

Year 7 Excelling Achieving Developing Emerging 

 
Mathematics 

 Students have the independence and resilience 
to be able to demonstrate their skills in less 

routine problems. 

 Students can accurately recall the majority of 

key facts and formulae and perform multi-step 
procedures accurately to solve problems with 

increasing sophistication. 

 Students can demonstrate fluency in their 
ability to use the correct mathematical 

terminology and definitions both orally and in 
their written work. 

 Students can communicate mathematically and 

interpret information effectively in the context 

of the problem. 

 Students can build on prior learning whilst 
confidently combining skills to make and use 

connections across different mathematical 
concepts. 

 Students are able to demonstrate a full 

understanding of the vast majority of methods 

with minimal errors. 

 Students have the ability and confidence to be 
able to demonstrate the use and application of 

problem solving skills. 

 Students can accurately recall most key facts and 

perform routine procedures including many 
multi-step procedures to solve problems. 

 Students have developed the skills to use the 

correct mathematical terminology and definitions 
both orally and in their written work. 

 Students can communicate mathematically and 

interpret information accurately by providing an 
evaluation of methods and results. 

 Students can build on prior learning whilst 

recalling and making connections across different 

parts of mathematics 

 Students are able to demonstrate a good 
understanding of most methods with very few 

errors. 

 Students are increasing in their ability and confidence 
to develop the use of problem solving skills. 

 Students have knowledge of key facts and perform 

routine procedures including some multi-step 

procedures to solve problems. 

 Students are starting to develop the skills of using the 
correct mathematical terminology and definitions both 

orally and in their written work. 

 Students can Interpret and communicate basic 
information by providing an evaluation of a result. 

 Students can relate new problems to knowledge and 

techniques previously taught whilst realising 
connections across different parts of mathematics. 

 Students are able to demonstrate an understanding of 

most methods with few errors. 

 Students are engaged with sufficient content 
and beginning to increase their confidence to 

be able to use problem solving skills. 

 Students have some knowledge of number 

facts and can carry out routine procedures or 
set tasks requiring single step solutions to 

solve basic problems. 

 Students are starting to develop the skills of 
using the correct basic mathematical 

terminology orally and understanding their 
definitions. 

 Students can communicate basic information 

accurately but this may lack in detail. 

 Students can relate new problems to 

knowledge previously taught whilst having an 
awareness of connections across different 

parts of mathematics. 

 Students are able to demonstrate a basic 
understanding of some methods. 

 

KS3 Mathematics Grade Descriptors Year 8 

Algebra / Geometry and Measures 

Content – please visit the Maths Curriculum page on the Crispin School website for a full and detailed list of specific key learning objectives that students follow for Algebra / Geometry and 

Measures. 

Year 8 Excelling Achieving Developing Emerging 

 
Mathematics 

 Students have the independence and resilience 

to be able to demonstrate their skills in less 
routine problems. 

 Students can accurately recall the majority of 

key facts and formulae and perform multi-step 
procedures accurately to solve problems with 

increasing sophistication. 

 Students can demonstrate fluency in their 
ability to use the correct mathematical 

terminology and definitions both orally and in 

their written work. 

 Students can communicate mathematically and 
interpret information effectively in the context 

of the problem. 

 Students have the ability and confidence to be 

able to demonstrate the use and application of 
problem solving skills. 

 Students can accurately recall most key facts and 

perform routine procedures including many 
multi-step procedures to solve problems. 

 Students have developed the skills to use the 

correct mathematical terminology and definitions 
both orally and in their written work. 

 Students can communicate mathematically and 

interpret information accurately by providing an 

evaluation of methods and results. 

 Students can build on prior learning whilst 
recalling and making connections across different 

parts of mathematics 

 Students are increasing in their ability and confidence 

to develop the use of problem solving skills. 

 Students have knowledge of key facts and perform 
routine procedures including some multi-step 

procedures to solve problems. 

 Students are starting to develop the skills of using the 
correct mathematical terminology and definitions both 

orally and in their written work. 

 Students can Interpret and communicate basic 
information by providing an evaluation of a result. 

 Students can relate new problems to knowledge and 

techniques previously taught whilst realising 

connections across different parts of mathematics. 

 Students are able to demonstrate an understanding of 
most methods with few errors. 

 Students are engaged with sufficient content 

and beginning to increase their confidence to 
be able to use problem solving skills. 

 Students have some knowledge of number 

facts and can carry out routine procedures or 
set tasks requiring single step solutions to solve 

basic problems. 

 Students are starting to develop the skills of 
using the correct basic mathematical 

terminology orally and understanding their 

definitions. 

 Students can communicate basic information 
accurately but this may lack in detail. 

 Students can relate new problems to 

knowledge previously taught whilst having an 



 Students can build on prior learning whilst 

confidently combining skills to make and use 
connections across different mathematical 

concepts. 

 Students are able to demonstrate a full 
understanding of the vast majority of methods 

with minimal errors. 

 Students are able to demonstrate a good 

understanding of most methods with very few 
errors. 

 

 awareness of connections across different parts 
of mathematics. 

 Students are able to demonstrate a basic 

understanding of some methods. 

 

 

KS3 Mathematics Grade Descriptors Year 9 

Number / Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change / Probability and Statistics (Part 1) 

Content – please visit the Maths Curriculum page on the Crispin School website for a full and detailed list of specific key learning objectives that students follow for Number / Ratio, Proportion and 

Rates of Change / Probability and Statistics (Part 1) 

Year 9 Excelling Achieving Developing Emerging 
 

Mathematics 
 Students have fully developed the 

independence, resilience and expertise to be 
able to demonstrate their eloquent skills in 
complex mathematical problems. 

 Students can securely recall all key facts and 
formulae, perform multi-step procedures 
effectively and challenge themselves to solve 
problems with great sophistication and 
mastery. 

 Students can consistently demonstrate fluency 
in their ability to use fully correct mathematical 
terminology and definitions both orally and in 
their written work, maximising their 
vocabulary. 

 Students can clearly and concisely 
communicate complex information accurately 
and interpret effectively in the context of the 
problem. 

 Students can easily build on prior learning 
whilst confidently combining skills to make and 
use connections, which may not be 
immediately obvious, across different 
mathematical concepts to fluently apply these 
to real world situations. 

 Students are able to demonstrate a full 
understanding of the majority of methods and 
can critically evaluate assumptions made with 
high levels of accuracy and sophistication. 

 Students have the independence and resilience 
to be able to demonstrate their skills in less 
routine problems, achieving refined problem 
solving skills. 

 Students can accurately recall the majority of 
key facts and formulae and perform multi-step 
procedures accurately to solve problems with 
increasing sophistication and mastery. 

 Students can demonstrate fluency in their ability 
to use the correct mathematical terminology 
and definitions both orally and in their written 
work, increasing their vocabulary. 

 Students can communicate mathematically and 
interpret information accurately in the context 
of the problem. 

 Students can build on prior learning whilst 
confidently combining skills to make and use 
connections across different mathematical 
concepts and apply these confidently to the real 
world. 

 Students are able to demonstrate a good 
understanding of most methods with very few 
errors in a sophisticated way. 

 Students have the ability and confidence to be able 
to demonstrate the use and application of more 
refined problem solving skills. 

 Students can accurately recall key facts and perform 
routine procedures including many multi-step 
procedures to solve more challenging problems. 

 Students have developed the skills to use the correct 
mathematical terminology and definitions both orally 
and in their written work, expanding their 
vocabulary. 

 Students can communicate mathematically and 
interpret information by providing an evaluation of 
methods and results. 

 Students can build on prior learning whilst recalling 
and starting to make connections across different 
parts of mathematics and demonstrate an 
understanding of application of skills to the real 
world. 

 Students are able to demonstrate a good 
understanding of most methods with few errors and 
increasing levels of understanding. 

 Students are increasing in their ability and 
confidence to develop the use of more refined 
problem solving skills. 

 Students have knowledge of key facts and 
perform routine procedures including some 
multi-step procedures to solve problems. 

 Students are starting to develop the skills of 
using the correct mathematical terminology 
and definitions both orally and in their written 
work, demonstrating an emerging vocabulary. 

 Students can interpret and communicate basic 
information by providing an evaluation of a 
result. 

 Students are starting to relate new problems 
to knowledge and techniques previously 
taught whilst realising connections across 
different parts of mathematics and the basic 
application to the real world. 

 Students are able to demonstrate an 
understanding of most methods with 
increasing levels of understanding. 

 


